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G R A D E Erosion Art3-5 
SCIENCE • VISUAL ART

Pacing (1) 30-45 minute 
session

Assessment: Critique

 
Critique each presentation on: the 
use of color/design/ elements, 
clarity of message, connection of 
the art and science. 
 

Materials List

• Andrew Goldsworthy Online 
Portfolio 

• Paper, pencils 
• Outdoor space 
• Digital camera(s) 

21st Century Skills

• Critical Thinking 
• Creative thinking 
• Communication

Lesson Sequence
Step 1: View the image Stones Sinking in Sand from Andrew 
Goldsworthy. Ask students what elements (water, earth) they see 
and what they think is going on in the image. Explore the idea of 
line, shape, color and how the elements are effecting the visual 
art. 

Step 2: Review the concept of erosion over time and how 
changes in weather and time can effect the earth. How can that 
explain what is going on in the Goldsworthy image? 

Step 3: Explore other examples of Andrew Goldsworthy’s work 
and his artistic process of documenting how art can be transient 
based on where and how it is created. 

Step 4: Explain that students will create a work of art outside 
using materials they find in their outdoor space, similar to the 
work of Andrew Goldsworthy. The transient artwork should 
demonstrate: a. Changes over time b. The process of Erosion and 
c. The physical properties of rocks and minerals. 

Step 5: In student groups, move outside and have students 
explore the materials and create their artwork that demonstrates 
the above criteria. 

Step 6: Each group (or the teacher) takes a photograph of their 
group artwork. Each group presents their work to the class and 
explains each criteria. 

Extension: Take a picture of each group’s art each day for a week. 
Print the images out (or create a digital portfolio) and discuss how 
weather and time changed the work. 

   TEACHER NOTES
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