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G R A D E Coloring Sound6-8 
SCIENCE • VISUAL ART

Pacing (1) 30-45 minute 
session

Assessment: Self-Reflection

As students view each other’s work, 
they should answer the following 
questions: 

What do I notice about this piece? 
What emotion or reaction do I have 
to what I’m seeing? How does this 
work reflect the systems that 
process sensory information in the 
brain? 

 

Materials List

• Melissa McCracken’s website 
• Blank paper, watercolor, 

acrylic and tempura paint, 
markers, colored pencils 

• Projection system, speakers 
and Internet 

• Interactive Brain Map 
• Piano Guys’ piece

21st Century Skills

• Critical Thinking 
• Creative thinking 
• Communication

Lesson Sequence
Step 1: Ask students to view pre-selected images from artist 
Melissa McCracken’s website. Have students analyze and describe 
the images based on color, line, and medium. 

Step 2: Play the video of Melissa creating her artwork and 
explaining the process of synesthesia. Go back and ask students to 
look at the previously viewed images again, this time while playing 
the music that is identified next to the piece. What stands out to 
them now that they know her process? 

Step 3: Explore the interactive brain map and have students 
answer the following questions: how many lobes are in the brain 
and what are their names and functions? Which part of the brain 
governs your senses? How do the lobes work as a system to 
process information? How is this showcased in cases of 
synesthesia?  

Step 4: Using the piece “Hello/Lacrimosa” from the Piano Guys, 
have students create a random list of images that comes to mind as 
they listen to the piece. Listen to the piece again and label where 
each image appears during the piece (beginning, middle or end). 
Then, have students select a color or shape that would depict that 
image. For example, “red and rectangle” for a wagon.  

Step 5: Students create a work of art based on the musical piece 
that mapped out. It should contain colors, shapes, textures and 
lines that lead the viewer through the piece of music and connects 
the whole piece into one visual experience. 

Step 6: Students present their work by showing their piece and 
identifying only the list of images that came to mind when originally 
listening to the piece. Students will peer-assess each other’s work. 

   TEACHER NOTES

https://www.melissasmccracken.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbh7tAnwLCY
https://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/learning-strategies/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZjFMj7OHTw
https://www.melissasmccracken.com/
https://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/learning-strategies/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZjFMj7OHTw

