Thrilling Information

ELA « MUSIC CONTENT Standard: ARTS Standard

CCSS.ELA- Literacy.RL.2.7 MU:Re7.2.2

(1) 30-45 minute
session Lesson Sequence

Step 1: Ask students to identify their favorite Halloween story. Ask
them to pick one instrument and create one motion that would

e Critical Thinking capture a critical moment in that story. Ask several students to tell
the class their instrument and to perform their motion; students in
the class must guess what the story is from the chosen clues.

21st Century Skills

e Creative thinking
e Communication

Step 2: Explain that Program Music is a genre of music that tells a
story using the elements of music, such as tempo, dynamics, and

Materials List instrument choice. Play “In the Hall of the Mountain King” and ask
students to describe how the composer (Grieg) used the elements
e Computer of music to set the mood of the piece.
e Speakers
e Internet Step 3: Explain that this piece of music is part of a larger story
e Stereo called "Peer Gynt” about a boy named Peer (a variation of Peter)

found himself in a large castle trapped by a Mountain King and his

e A variety of Halloween-
trolls.

themed stories

Step 4: Split the class into 3 groups. Play the beginning of the
song again and ask each person in the first group to contribute a
line to the story that they think is happening. For example,
student 1 may say “One day, Peer Gynt was walking and” and
Assessment: Identify and then you stop that student and ask the next student in the group

Create to continue. Do this with all 3 groups for the Beginning, Middle
and End of the song until you have a complete story.

Play the instrumental version of

Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” and ask Step 5: Ask the student groups to perform their section of the
students to identify the elements of story to the music by acting out their script while the music is
music used to create a context for playing. Remember that there are no words in Program Music, so
this story. they cannot make any sounds!

Once identified, have students
create a story to accompany the
song and create a dance sequence
that demonstrates their class story

through the elements of music.
TEACHER NOTES
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L833JXKmDWg
https://artsintegration.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/elements-of-music.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kLp_Hh6DKWc

